EASTER SUNDAY                                                                              April 5, 2026
Prairieland Parish
As we unite in worship today, we extend a warm welcome to each one present. May we together experience the presence of God.
* - You are invited to stand at these times…. if you are able
We Gather to Prepare Our Hearts to Meet Our Lord

Prelude
Easter Sunday Greeting 

Leader: Christ is risen!
People: Christ is risen indeed!
Leader: Death has been swallowed in victory.
People: The grave has lost its sting.
Leader: Christ is risen.
People: Christ is risen indeed!
And we are alive in Christ! Glory to God! Alleluia!

We Are Invited Into God’s Presence and Offer Our Praise

*Praise Hymn UMH #302   “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”   (verses 1-3)

*Morning Has Broken: Easter Call to Worship 

Morning has broken, but this morning is different.
The birds are singing tunes of joy in the trees surrounding the graves.
 The flower buds are bursting in colors vibrant around each stone. 
We've come to visit the grave of a friend, but "he is not here." 
The Sun is rising in the East; the shadowed grays turn bright!
 The Son is risen in our Hearts; darkness and death end in defeat. 
Now we understand what Christ said, what God did. 
Now we can proclaim, CHRIST IS RISEN! HALLELUJAH!

* Opening Prayer
Everlasting God, because of your tender mercy toward all people, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon himself our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, that all should follow the example of his great humility. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of his patience and also be made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

*Hymn  UMH #322              “Up from the Grave He Arose”

We Hear God’s Word
Gospel Lesson……………………………………………………………………..John 20:1-18  
 Word of God for the People of God!  Thanks be to God!

Faith Hymn UMH #314 “In The Garden”

**Meditation** 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING*
UMH page 13
Sharing of the Elements

Joys/Concerns

EASTER PRAYER

Offertory/Doxology/Prayer

*Departing Hymn UMH #310     “He Lives”
  
*Sending Forth

.     * Postlude*
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